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Classification and characteristics of the

white nephrite’s hull from Xingjiang, Qinghai and Russia

ZHANG Pan, CHEN Mei-hua
(Gemmological Institute , China University of Geosciences, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: White nephrite’s hull can be classified into rock hull, colorful hull and sugar
hull. By observing and analyzing the characteristics of white nephrite’ s hull from
Xingjiang, Qinghai and Russia, it is found that there are differences in causes, color,
shape, thickness and component. Xingjiang white nephrite pebble usually has colorful
hull which divided into monochrome, double-color and multiple color types. Qinghai
white nephrite usually has rock hull. Russian primary nephrite has rock hull which mainly
contains white hull (limy hull) and black hull. Its pebble has colorful hull which usually
is brown with black. The three places have sugar hull but different with each other. The
above characteristics can help us to distinguish the origin of white nephrite material and
some finished products, determine the internal quality of white nephrite material, cognize
the causes of the hull and identify the natural hull and the dyeing hull.
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Fig. 1 Xinjiang white nephrite pebble- weathering
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Fg. 2 Xirjiang white nephrite pebble ore
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Table 1 The style and characteristics of Xinjiang pebble's colorful hull
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Fig. 3 Xinjiang white nephrite- white pebble
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Fig. 4 Xinjiang white nephritee white stone pebble
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Fig. 5 Xinjiang white nephrite- black sesame hull
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Fig. 6 Xinjiang white nephrite- ink hull
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Fig. 7 Xinjiang white nephrite full black hull
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Fig. 8 Xinjiang white nephrite- gold-coated silver
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Fig. 9 Xinjiang white nephrite sprinkled golden point
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Fig. 10 Xinjiang white nephrite autumn pear hull
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Fig. 11 Xinjiang white nephrite- tiger hull
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Fig. 12 Xinjiang white nephriter brown sugar hull
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Fig. 13 Xinjia’W white nephrite- iuiube hulJ
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Fig. 14 Xinjiang white nephrite- multicolor hull
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Fig. 15 Qinghai white nephrite- carbonate hull
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Fig. 16 Qinghai white nephrite- tremolite hull
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Fig. 17 Qinghai white nephrite grey purple hull
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Fig. 18 Qinghai white nephrite- green hull
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Fig. 19 Qinghai white nephrite- green hull
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Fig. 20 Qinghai whitenephrite- black and white hull
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