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Defects of Hypothesis of Ecological Footprint Model
LI Ming—yue , JIANG Hua
(College of Economics and Management, South China Agricultural University , Guangzhou, 510642, China)

Abstract. Ecological footprint model can reflect quantitative 1 y the sustainable development of a country orregion, so itis widely applied in

this country because of its obviousness, convenience and easy understanding. Scholars have pointed out some defects of the model, but no-

body has tried to analyze the defects of hypothesis of the model.

This paper analyses the defects of hypothesis of the model and finds out that

the hypothesis ofland “excluding each other in space” leads to a system error of calculation on the low side because ofits neglecting diversity

and substitution of land function and that ecological footprint calculated on the basis of earth average output being 1 ignores breakage to the

environment in consuming resources, writes off the great population supporting effect of science and technology, conceals actual decline of

footprint supply because ofthe earth average output decline , and leads to “footprinthallucination” such as “money hallucination ™.

Key words : ecological footprint; hypothesis; defects
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