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Fig.1 Phagocytes recognize apoptotic cells
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Phagocytotic Clearance of Apoptotic Cells

ZHANG Shi-Cui, WANG Li-Xia
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Abstract.

metazoans. When apoototic cells are not promptly phagocytosed, they eventually become necrotic; proba-

Phagocytitic removal is a common fate for the large number of cells undergoing apoptosis in

bility of the plasma membrane increases, and cell contents including harmful materials such as hydrolysed

chromatin start to leak out, often resulting in the development of diseases such as inflammation and auto-
immunity. It is estimated that as many as 10 billion of cells die by apoptosis each day in our body, yet on-
ly a small number of apoptotic cells are detected histochemically, suggesting the high efficiency of the re-
moval process. Recently, a great progress has been made on molecular mechanisms of phagocytic clear-
ance of apoptotic cells, which is briefly discussed in this review.
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